July 24, 2012

Town Board Meeting


A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on July 24, 2012 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall located at One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected official and appointed staff in attendance: 

LINDA D. PUGLISI


Supervisor 

FRANCIS X. FARRELL

Councilmember       
ANN LINDAU


Councilmember



RICHARD BECKER

Councilmember    

JOHN E. SLOAN


Councilmember    

Also present:



JO-ANN DYCKMAN 

Town Clerk 



GLENN CESTARO 


Comptroller 



EDWARD VERGANO 

DOTS, Director 

CLAUDIA VAHEY 
Human Resources Coordinator 

CHRISTINE B. COTHREN 
Deputy Town Clerk 



ROSEMARY B. LASHER

DOTS/Asst. to Director


JEFFREY COLEMAN

Director, DES

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG

Supervisor Puglisi led all in attendance in a Pledge to the Flag. 

* * * * * * * * * *

SUPERVISOR’S PROCLAMATIONS AND REPORTS

Supervisor Puglisi reported that they have completed the construction of the Town of Cortlandt Veteran’s Park which is open to all Veterans.  It is located on the Hudson River in the Hamlet of Verplanck at the Waterfront Park. The dedication ceremony was postponed due to rain and is rescheduled for 
Tuesday, July 31, at 3:00 at the Veteran’s Park. Many local residents will be participating and she urged all residents to attend and that this can also be watched as streamed on the computer or on Local channel 78.

There was a Veteran’s picnic to honor the Veterans in June and another program which had a “kickoff” for “Energize Cortlandt”. Residents can receive a free energy audit of their home.  Facebook is up and running in Cortlandt and have approximately 200 “likes” and hope for more. Information regarding what the Town has to offer is posted on the Facebook site. 
A half basketball court was also dedicated in the northern part of Cortlandt.  Two local girls presented the Town with a scrapbook asking the Town to build a half basketball court in their neighborhood and they named it “Hoops for You”. 
SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS, (cont.)

The Town will be dedicating an aviation themed playground in August at the Cortlandt waterfront.  This land was transferred to the Town of Cortlandt with an arrangement between the owner, Jim Martin, and the Town.  The site consists of the Marie Pritchard Pavilion, the restored bulkhead and brick pathway, Steamboat Dock, an overlook, Veteran’s Park, and the aviation themed playground. The hangers will be used for future water sport equipment and a public boat launch.  The funds came out of a recreational fund from Planning Board applicants who contribute money into the special fund for recreational projects.

Supervisor Puglisi attended the Verplanck Fire Department parade led by Holly Haight, the first female Fire Chief of the Verplanck Fire Department.  Holly is also the Fire Inspector for the Town of Cortlandt. This event was coordinated at the same time as the Mt. Carmel Feast.
The Supervisor also attended Van Cortlandtville Historical Society event to commemorate the French Soldiers assisting us in the American Revolution. Seven of the French soldiers are buried at St. Peter’s Historical Church Cemetery located near Town Hall on Locust Avenue.

A press conference was held regarding Bear Mt. Parkway with the family who lost their son in December, 2011 in hopes of turning that tragedy into something positive to prevent other accidents from occurring. Petitions are online and circulating throughout the Town and have been sent to NYS DOT to have a median or barrier along the Bear Mt. Parkway for prevention purposes.  The State has not responded as yet to the letters sent by Supervisor Puglisi who vowed to continue all efforts to save lives.

The Town is providing movie nights for the residents at various locations.  All the information is on the Town’s website.

Members of the Board also attended the Town of Cortlandt Youth Soccer awards which continued afterward at the Town Pool.   Supervisor Puglisi encouraged residents to go the Town Pool and enjoy the facility.
Information regarding “Adopt an Island” or a corner in the community can be obtained by contacting Jeff Coleman.  Anyone who would like to plant flowers, maintain it to help to beautify the community can join.

The 7th Cortlandt Family Fun Day is on September 8th.  Volunteers are still needed and can contact the Recreation Department.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS, (cont.)

Supervisor Puglisi spoke of the tragedy in Colorado. She expressed that the Town’s thoughts and prayers are going out to the families and to those still recovering. She stressed that at all times we must be vigilant and careful but these are senseless acts that occur.

ROLL CALL

On a roll call attendance taken by Town Clerk Dyckman all Town Board members indicated their presence.
    




* * * * * * * * * *
TOWN BOARD REPORTS

Councilmember Farrell:   Read a letter that was published in this week’s Gazette by Andrew Fisher which commended the excellent work recently performed by the Cortlandt Highway Department repairing a badly damaged Town road.  Councilmember Farrell complemented the Highway Department and Jeff Coleman on the work they’ve been doing.  He has noticed an improvement in the quality of road repairs this year, not knowing if it is different techniques being employed or different motivation, but the work has certainly improved and hoped it would continue.
Councilmember Farrell spoke of the Sanitation Department and that it is not an easy job any time of the year, particularly the summer.  The workers do a great job in all seasons, but he wanted to address his remarks to the public.  Councilmember Farrell stated that people have not been careful with what they’ve been putting out for removal, citing a recent injury caused by glass put in the garbage. He asked that the public use common sense and call the Sanitation Department with any questions regarding disposal of items. 

On the agenda is a resolution for the waterline replacement and cleaning in the northwest part of Town, Continental Village.  Councilmember Farrell wanted to recognize and thank Ed Vergano and his department for designing, engineering and overseeing the project.  He also thanked Glen Cestaro for helping to have the means to finance the project, and Supervisor Puglisi for pushing this project along. 

Councilmember Lindau:  On July 4 Councilmember Lindau participated with the Hudson Valley Chamber of Commerce in the parade in Peekskill.  She spoke of the “Adopt an Island” and how well it works in other communities.  The business that is sponsoring the location is noted on a plaque and they will continue to  maintain and beautify the property.  This makes the Town prettier and helps to advertise the business in a non invasive way.
TOWN BOARD REPORTS, (cont.)

Councilmember Becker:  Spoke of the citizen’s frustration with dealing with bureaucracy in getting anything done.  There are two items that show how the Town struggles with the bureaucracy of the State and the Federal Government. The first one is regarding the Bear Mt. Parkway where drivers speed and there are major accidents. Councilmember Becker noted that this type of road would never be constructed today. For years the Town has been trying to get the State to look at this and get something accomplished.  There has been a lack of response.
He stated that there are bridges that are unsafe, not being utilized, that are at risk for a catastrophic collapse.  The difficulty is that the process involves the County and Metro North.  Much has been done by the Town to push the action to deal with the bridges and that this has been going on for a long time.  Councilmember Becker complemented his colleagues on the Board for their perseverance in trying to get this done.

Councilmember Becker reminded everyone that the show “Taking Care of Business” is still active.  He encouraged residents to watch and frequent those businesses in the Town of Cortlandt. He noted the connections that these business owners have in the community and that they are a real part of the fabric of the Town.
Councilmember Sloan:  no report
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

Councilmember Sloan moved that the minutes of the Regular Meeting of

June 12, 2012 and the Special Meetings of June 26, 2012 and July 9, 2012 be approved as presented by Town Clerk Dyckman.  Councilmember Becker seconded the motion.

All voted AYE

* * * * * * * * * *

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

None

* * * * * ** * * * * *
HEARING OF CITIZENS, (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
* * * * * ** * * * * *
BID REPORTS 

None

* * * * * ** * * * * *
REPORTS

Councilmember Becker moved that the following reports be received and ordered filed.  Councilmember Lindau seconded the motion. 

For the month of June from the Office for the Aging, Purchasing Department, Receiver of Taxes and the Town Justices.
OLD BUSINESS 

Receive and File the Following:
1.
Petitions from community members urging NYS DOT to install a barrier 
along Bear Mr. Parkway; and letters from the Supervisor and 
Assemblywoman Galef to the DOPT with respect to same.

2.
Letter requesting an increase to an existing lease with respect to property 
on 8th Street in Verplanck; and authorize same.
RESOLUTION NO. 147-12 RE: Authorize the Supervisor to execute a Renewal Lease for (1) year for property on 8th Street in Verplanck.

3.
Memo from DES with respect to a request for a handicapped parking 
space on 6th Street in Verplanck.

4.
Various memos from the Traffic Safety Committee and refer to DES and 
DOTS for their comments.

Discussion: The Supervisor stated that the increase for the property on 8th Street in Verplanck is a nominal 2%.
* * * * * ** * * * * *

NEW BUSINESS

None
All voted AYE
* * * * * ** * * * * *

RESOLUTIONS

(All resolutions adopted at this meeting are to be found attached to the end of the original document.) 

Councilmember Lindau moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Farrell.

RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO. 148-12 RE: Appoint Robert Dyckman to the Title of Assistant General Foreman in the Department of Environmental Services.
RESOLUTION NO. 149-12 RE: Authorize the upgrade of three DES laborers to the title MEO ( John Schembari, Daniel Barry and Chris DiNardo).
RESOLUTION NO. 150-12 RE: Authorize the appointment of Daniel Anderson in the Recreation and Conservation Department for the Youth Center.
RESOLUTION NO. 151-12 RE: Authorize the appointment of summer seasonals.
RESOLUTION NO. 152-12 RE:  Authorize an extension to the Agreement with Con Edison with respect to the Furnace Dock Lake property.
RESOLUTION NO. 153-12 RE: Authorize the replacement of the decking of a bridge at Sprout Brook Lake Park near the fields.

Discussion: The appointments of the DES workers are upgrades of current employees.  The Supervisor introduced the three employees in the audience.  Councilmember Lindau commented that we are lucky to have such qualified staff.
All voted AYE
Councilmember Farrell moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Sloan.

RESOLUTION NO. 154-12 RE: Authorize awarding a bid with respect to hydraulic upgrading of four (4) highway trucks.
RESOLUTION NO. 155-12 RE: Authorize the settlement of three Tax Certioraris (Jodine & Jennifer Realty Inc., Hollowbrook Mews Condominium and John Pallandino).
RESOLUTION NO. 156-12 RE: Authorize a load only Fireworks Permit with respect to the Peekskill Celebration.
RESOLUTION NO. 157-12 RE: Award the 2012 Paving Bid which includes the Village of Buchanan.
RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

The following was removed:  Authorize a memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Town of Cortlandt and the Cortlandt Engine Company with respect to the use of property.
RESOLUTION NO. 158-12 RE: Award a contract to ARJR Trucking for the disposal of various debris for Town purposes.
RESOLUTION NO. 159-12 RE: Authorize the Supervisor to execute a revised IMA with Westchester County and Metro North to allow Westchester County to proceed with design plans for the demolition of the Craft Lane and Battery Place Bridges.
RESOLUTION NO. 160-12 RE: Authorize DOTS to seek bids with respect to waterline cleaning and replacement in the Continental Village area.
Discussion:  The Supervisor stated that more time was needed for discussion on the item that was removed.  Tom Wood, Town Attorney, explained the tax certioraris resolution that was pending against the town till the appraisals. The amount came to about $58,000 for all three and there are also the individual school district refunds, Westchester County, and the other districts.
All voted AYE
* * * * * * * * * *

ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA

Councilmember Sloan moved that the following be received and filed and the following resolution be adopted.  Councilmember Becker seconded the motion.  

Receive and File the Following:
1.
Letter from Salvatore P. Vasta requesting a License Agreement; a Memo 
from DES with respect to same; and refer to the Legal Department.
RESOLUTION NO. 161-12 RE: Authorize a Leave of Absence under the Family Leave Act for a DES employee.
All voted AYE
* * * * * * * * * *

BUDGET TRANSFERS

None

* * * * * * * * * *

REPORTS FROM VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS

* * * * * * * * * *

REPORTS FROM STANDING & SPECIAL COMMITTEES

* * * * * ** * * * * *
SECOND HEARING OF CITIZENS

Vita Hines

28 Fowler Avenue

Asked who is responsible for trimming the trees that are on the power lines and asked also about a large rock on the corner of Fowler Avenue and Fowler Court which is covered by shrubs making it not visible by drivers and dangerous.

The Supervisor recommended that Ms. Hines meet with Jeff Coleman and his staff to remedy the problem.

Councilmember Sloan added that the question about the power lines and the trees is that it is not the responsibility of the Town of Cortlandt.  Supervisor Puglisi suggested that Jeff Coleman can contact Con Edison on her behalf.
* * * * * * * * * *

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. in memory of the victims of the Colorado tragedy on motion of Councilmember Lindau and Councilmember Farrell

All voted AYE
Respectfully submitted,
JO-ANN DYCKMAN,









Town Clerk
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